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Cymbal of Love

Rocker's passion for playing leaves students inspired
Posted by the Ocean County Observer on 08/13/06

BY ADAM TALIERCIO
STAFF WRITER

Jeff Pallay of Brick has been a drummer for most of hig life. It all started at age four,
when his mother noticed him tapping an every suface that could be tapped upon:
paots, pans, caunter tops, dishes, and eventhing in between.

He henan to learn how to drum with actual dromes atthatyaung age with his ancle,
whowas and is a drummer himsell He studied music through his school days and
heyand, and even toured alongside legendary artists far many years. And now, as
he offers lessons out afhis home, Pallay dedicates his life to helping others
hecome drummers as well

Wihile attending Hillsharough High Schoal, Pallay was invalved in a number of
extracuericular mosical activities: Region Il band, All-State band, All-Eastern hand,
andwas also selected to participate in the national-level All-American band,
sponsared by McDonald's. For each of these hands, he served as principal chair for
his section.

"Backthen | thought nothing of it Pallay said. *l justwent in and did it. | could play
amghing in the section: timpani, percussion, basically whatever | felt like. Alocal
fmusic store found out about it, and | started my first teaching session at Gormey's
Wusic Studioin Somerille, in the summer of 1931."

As s00n as he hegan teaching, Pallay knew this was what he wanted to do far a
living. He futhered his own studies and graduated fram Jiolliard, studying under
nercussionist Saul Goodman: Pallay also took extra classes with Fred Hinger at the
ianhattan Schoal of Music, and later with Joe Marello, fram the Dave Brubeck
fuartet, at Major Music in Iningtan.

"Later an | got offered & job to tour, and 1wasnt ready for it 5o [took & quick crash
course with another local drummer, Joe Mevalo from the Big Beat Drum Stadio in
Meptune " Pallay said. "He whipped me into shape."

He toured as the drummer for the Box Tops, who had & hitin 1967 with "The Leter"
forahout 12 years; butthis also offered Pallay the opportunity to play with many
other artists. Promoters often "stack” oldies tours with multiple acts, who may show
up without bands of their own, leaving the promoter the task of providing these
artists with accompaniment,

Though not senving as their permanent drummer, Pallay was able to perform with
artists such as: Joey Maolland, the Coasters, the Drifters, Lou Christie, Davy Jones,
Shirley Austin Reeves, and "a whole bunch of others" he said.

STAFF PHOTO: TOM SPADER

Drummerinstructor Jeff Fallay at his home studio in Brick. Of
hiz teaching style, Pallay zays"I'll take wou wherever you mant
to go, and ve had great success with it, provided you do the
recommended amount of practice.
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